Parents…Have your say!

How can we make reports more useful to you and your children?

At present, every student receives two written reports per year – a Student Progress Update (SPU) and the more detailed Record of Achievement (ROA). These documents take a great deal of time and effort to produce, so we need to be sure that they have a positive impact of achievement.
We have consulted teachers and students on the changes proposed below. We are now looking for feedback from parents in order to produce reports that satisfied the needs of all those involved in the process.

The key recommendations are:

· We report once per term so there would be three reports per year instead of two

· The SPU would have more information to track progress as well as effort

· The ROA would include previous grades to track progress, with greater emphasis on what needed to be done to improve

The present and recommended formats are shown on the final pages of this document to allow you to compare.

. 

Please tell us which of the formats you prefer and why.

Please suggest anything else you would make reports more useful to you

Online reporting

From September 2010, all parents across the country should be able to access information electronically about their secondary school child from the school. It would work in a similar way to online banking, with parents accessing information using a private password through the school’s website. Many schools are already trialling this approach around the country.

What is ‘real-time’ reporting?

This means that you would be able to log on any time to gain access to certain information about your child’s school life. Some of this data will change very frequently (such as lesson attendance); other data such as assessment grades would be updated termly. It is hoped that such a system will not only keep parents informed of how their child is doing at school, but will also signpost how you can support your child in developing further.

What will schools have to report?

The government outlines five areas that need to be reported to parents:

· Attainment

· Progress

· Attendance

· Special Educational Needs (SEN)

· Behaviour 

It is up to individual schools to establish how they do this. We are in the process of developing systems that will allow us to do this. We need your help to ensure that we do it in the most effective way.

Will online reporting replace traditional reports?

In the long term, this may be a possibility. At present, we are looking at ways of producing traditional reports but allowing parents to download them at home. Of course, we know that not all parents will be in a position to do this, so we will still provide paper reports where necessary after September 2009.  This means that you will be able to access a range on information online through both the real time data and the traditional report formats at pre set dates throughout the year.
Completing the questions on the next page would be a great help in determining how we set up an effective system. 

Please complete and return to Miss Barnett via the box on main reception or online to cbarnett@harris-school.co.uk
Thank you

Do you have access to the internet, allowing you to access information on line?

If you have answered no, how would you prefer to be updated about your child’s progress?

How frequently would you access information about your child using a real time reporting system?
How could we support you in making use of this information? 

Would you need support in accessing this information?

Yes
No

If ‘yes’, please describe the support you will need

What other information would you find useful in supporting your child’s learning? 

Please let us know of your questions regarding online reporting in the space below
If you would like to be part of a parental focus group on developing online learning and reporting, please give your name and contact details below.
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Informs parents of the content covered and skills developed in each subject.

(Ticks give overview of key elements of progress. An example is shown below, but may differ between subjects
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Suggested ROA format
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Progress record – reminds parents, teachers and students of previous performance as a student progresses through a key stage. For KS4 students, the record could show the grades they have received each term.
Course description – removed to allow parents and students to focus on what has been said.
No ticks – use number codes instead with an explanatory key at the foot of the report. 
Comments box – bullet pointed comments: reducing teacher workload and keep the report focused on what has been done well and how to make further improvements.
